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MARGARET COYLE — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.52 pm]: Our community is mourning the loss of Margaret Coyle—
a community champion and active citizen. In these times our institutions employ placemakers; Margaret Coyle 
has been making places for the last 25 years. We all gathered at one on Sunday, 25 November to celebrate her 
contribution. Fittingly, the tribute was held at Westminster Community Food Garden—a neighbourhood facility 
that she nurtured from 2011 until its establishment in 2013. Stirling Lions Club hosted family, friends and 
community leaders at the sort of event Margaret would have organised with her fellow members over the last 
21 years. She ensured that the Stirling Lions are a recognisable and integral part of our community at 
Harmony Day events, and during National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee Week and 
Australia Day celebrations, to name a few. 

Along with coordinating and selling Christmas cakes, organising youth leader speaking competitions and 
supporting assistance-dog recipients, Lion Margaret served the all-important sausage in a bun to raise funds for 
worthwhile enterprises. Margaret Coyle’s activism was always about making her community better, and she was 
a founding member of the Nollamara Westminster Action Group that was formed in 1993. Margaret was one of 
those gems who act on conviction, not complaint, and worked towards a solution that ensured her community was 
the best it could be. Margaret’s commonsense and compassionate approach to assisting people and developing 
their potential was evident in her role since 2007 as a committee member of a support group for self-harmers that 
worked with self-harmers and their loved ones. Margaret Coyle died aged 77 on 7 November 2018. 
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